Tracking the nightly movements of bats has been a difficult task for mammalogists. Radiotransmitters can be applied to only a small number of individuals at one time, and the rapid movements of bats in flight can make tracking by traditional methods such as handheld antennae a frustrating endeavor. A bat with places to go can easily leave a radiotracker behind. Acoustic survey equipment can detect the activity of many bats at a sampling location, and often can be used to identify species, but not individuals. Rodrigo Medellin, Marina Rivero, Ana Ibarra, Antonio de la Torre, Tania Gonzalez-Terrazas, Leonora Torres-Knoop, and Marco Tschapka describe a simple, inexpensive, and effective way to mark large numbers of bats to determine their nightly foraging distances.
